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How much of Tsukiji’s charming ‘chaos’ will remain after move?

It’s hard to find a chaotic place
in Japan, but there is one near
my office: Tsukiji fish market. I
pass through the famous market
almost every day on my way to
work and it really amuses me to
find such confusion in tradition-
ally methodical Japan.

As I dodge trucks, trolleys and
forklifts on my bicycle, I worry
about the possibility of accidents.
I once dropped by a small police
box at the entrance of the market
and asked an officer about the
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rate of accidents.

He expressed his concern about
the crowded maze, but added that
the place is surprisingly more
ordered than it seems. He told me
that all workers go through rig-
orous safety training and all
establishments follow strict rules
for safety:

The market is world famous as
a tourist spot, and I often see
camera-toting foreign tourists

strolling around. While the inner
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restricted access to visitors, they
are encouraged to visit Tsukiji’s
outer market, which is lined with
shops and restaurants serving
Italian food or even Indian curry,
in addition to seafood.

The fish market is going to be
relocated to a state-of-the-art
facility about two kilometers
southeast in Toyosu next year.
Given the meticulous planning
and the use of modern technology;
I'm curious to see how much of

market’s “chaos” will remain in
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the mall-style venue on the man-
made island in Tokyo Bay:.
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