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The random traveler: Tokyo to Hokkaido and back on a whim

" A few years back, I got up on a
Saturday morning without any
specific plans for the weekend. I
randomly rode my bicycle to
Tokyo Station where I hit on the
idea of going to a place I had
never been.

The Tohoku Shinkansen had
recently been extended from
Hachinohe to Shin-Aomori
Station. The name Hachinohe
sounded quite appealing to me
and I got on the bullet train on
the spot.
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After a three-hour, 631-kilome-
ter ride, I arrived at Hachinohe
Station at noon. While hanging
around, I stumbled upon a rental
car office and asked for sugges-
tions about a scenic driving route.
The man at the office told me that
there was a beautiful lake named
Towada about 75 kilometers
away.

I couldn’ resist the temptation
to take the wheel and hit the road
toward the lake. After seeing the
lake, I drove further, to the north-
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ernmost town of Honshu and
stayed overnight.

As Hokkaido is just across a
strait from the place I was stay-
ing, I took the plunge and went to
Hakodate by ferry the next morn-
ing. Because I was born in a
desert area in India, the four-hour
ocean trip was quite an experi-
ence.

However, the fact that Monday
was approaching made me
uneasy. I cut my stay in Hakodate
short and took a train to Sapporo
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before flying back to Tokyo.
The almost 1,500-kilometer jour-
ney was hectic and tiring, but it
was not bad at all for a com-
pletely unplanned weekend.
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