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A Japanese trait: Helping those who can’t help themselves

A couple of years ago, I hurt
myself while playing soccer.
Unable to walk and in severe
pain, I called an ambulance. It
arrived in less than five minutes,
and after a quick check of my con-
dition, I was taken to a hospital
nearby.

A doctor immediately attended
me and lent me a wheelchair for
a few weeks until I recovered.
After paying my medical bills, I
realized that no one had asked
me if I had the financial capacity
to pay; instead, I was given
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unconditional attention and care.

As T left the hospital, a taxi
driver immediately came forward
and helped me get in and folded
my wheelchair to put it in the
trunk. I was impressed by both
the service and kindness.

It was not until I was injured
that I realized that elevators in
my apartment are wheelchair-
accessible and have braille floor
buttons. The doorways are wide
enough and stay open long
enough to allow persons using
wheelchairs to pass through
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Every time I went out in the
wheelchair, I discovered things
designed for the physically dis-
abled: gentle slopes at the
entrance of hotels, yellow raised
sections of sidewalks for the blind
and so-called “non-step”low-floor
buses. :

Furthermore, train station per-
sonnel have portable ramps to
help passengers in wheelchairs
get on and off trains.

Japan is always kind to the
weaker among us. Now that I am
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back on my feet and able to play
soccer again, I can see this coun-
try from a different perspective.
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